Command Dictionary -- SHELL
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SHELL command [parameters] [/HIDE] [/WAIT] [/LAUNCH | /SPAWN]]
Executes the program or batch file represented by command.
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SHELL OPEN document.ext [/SPAWN]
Opens a document using the application associated with its extension.

RGO e 40, AR 4T IF 30

ZH N

command

The name of a file (path may be included) or intrinsic operating system command. If a

file, it must have an extension of ".EXE", ".COM?", or ".BAT". Relative filespecs may be
found in the current, library, program, or path directories.
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parameters
Information to be passed to the command as parameters.
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document.ext
The name of a document file whose extension ".ext" is associated by the operating
system with an application program. Relative filespecs may be found in the current,
library, program, or path directories.
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/HIDE

Causes the executed program to be invisible. Beware that the program will be left
hanging if it requires any user input.
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/WAIT
Causes the main program to wait when the external program finishes executing until a

command prompt "shell" window showing external program output is closed by the
user.
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Causes the main program to continue while the external program is executing
(cannot be used with /WAIT).
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/SPAWN
Like /LAUNCH except the given program is executed directly, instead of through an
intermediate command prompt shell window. This precludes using /SPAWN with .BAT
files or intrinsic commands. The /WAIT/SPAWN parameter combination can be used to
execute a program directly but wait for it to exit before continuing the main program.
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Operation

HAE
SHELL normally suspends the main program until the external program finishes
executing command or opening document.ext. However, the /LAUNCH and /SPAWN
parameters cause the main program to continue immediately. In most cases /SPAWN

is preferable to /LAUNCH since it does not involve an intermediate shell window. The
/HIDE parameter can be used to conceal the external program window.
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Output
i

Determined by the command.

H LA FH B e i 2 R E

Examples

FEB

Displaying the results of the DIR command:
7K DIR fi 2181745
SHELL DIR /P
Displaying DIR results without the final page disappearing before being seen:
2R DIR e @458, HAEE W2 i 2 Bl AN 2k
SHELL DIR /P /WAIT
Initiating a Multi-Body session then resuming immediately:
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SHELL GHS.EXE SECONDARY.RF /SPAWN
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Opening a document:

SHELL OPEN README.DOC

Bringing up a Command Prompt window:
FIIT AT SARR AT & 1 2
SHELL COMMAND

Launching a program via an invisible intermediate window:
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SHELL START /HIGH NEWPROG.EXE /LAUNCH /HIDE
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